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VISION STATEMENT  

Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours.  We promote 
Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens.  Our College shall be a place where 

all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”. 

A rather simple virus that has no mission in life but its 
own self-preservation, is creating havoc throughout the 
world.  It has shattered the illusion that we are capable 
of building a perfect world without God’s intervention. 
We are part-time caretakers of this world at best, and 
have a rather dismal record of achievement when it 
comes to our lives, the lives of others, and how we look 
after our planet.  We, once again, have a clear and  
exclusive choice; the crown of Corona or the Crown of 
Christ.  

We cannot have both.  History shows us that time and 
time again, but we tend to forget that until something 
new rampages through our world, upsets the balance, 
and challenges us to face big questions about life,   
suffering and death.  Eighty years ago, C.S. Lewis    
reminded us early into WW2: “We can ignore even 
pleasure.  But pain insists upon being attended to.  
God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our 
conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is His           
megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” 

As a school community we will take time to stop, listen 
and learn from this ongoing situation, and to align our 
response to the call of Christ.  I am very aware that 
many of our Pompallier Whānau are still working 
through a painful time.  Emotional highs and lows,   
financial and employment losses, health concerns, and 
the disruption of cultural norms associated with        
funerals and birth, have placed a lot of stress upon our 
families.  We share in that pain, for our school staff  
also consists of families working in many different   
economic sectors.    

As a school, we can’t do much to address this directly, 
but we can, and do, commit to providing your children 
with a stable, safe and caring environment while they 
are learning with us at our College.  

As a school community we are blessed with a        
wonderful staff.  From the early days of online learning, 
our staff embraced the challenges and provided      
support and advice to each other, which resulted in our 
teaching getting better day-by-day.  I must 
acknowledge the wonderful support of Ms Clarke and 
Mr van Beek (ICT Manager), who assisted staff at all 
hours as they rapidly established platforms for online 
learning.  Their contribution meant that we were able to 
get every teacher on Google classrooms with the ability 
to deliver online learning.   

Our parents have also been fantastic.  Your feedback 
helped us to get the right mix of content and teaching 
so that students and families could manage.  We had 
all overnight become beginning teachers again.  Your 

support for our staff was greatly appreciated as we 
strived to learn and deliver an online curriculum for our 
students.  And it’s really obvious how well you have 
cared for your children.  We have consistently had   
attendance rates around 94% since we came back to 
school.  Staff and students seem to be in very good 
health, and have quickly resumed our core business of 
teaching and learning.  

Covid-19 killed off the frantic schedules many of our 
staff operate under during the year.  This was very  
evident when we moved into online learning.  No    
longer could we offer everything in our usual            
curriculum, and staff could not make themselves   
available every moment of the school day.  The    
teachers utilised the flexibility of online learning to 
make sure that they were taking care of their own 
health and those close to them.  Some hard working 
staff who have had difficulty saying “No” for many 
years, have been unable to say “Yes” for a few 
months.  Their emotional and physical health has   
never been better from my perspective.  

Over the last few weeks we have reviewed our        
curriculum plan for 2020, with four key intentions: 

1. To minimise costs to parents. 

2. To provide teaching that will enable all students to 
transition into 2021 as if it was a normal year. 

3. To maximise time in the classroom. 

4. To provide an integrated Catholic curriculum.  

Consequently, we have removed many EOTC events 
that had significant costs, and any that removed staff 
and students from the school for more than a day.  The 
later start of the NCEA exams has given us more 
teaching time, and the Board of Trustees has allowed 
us to extend the school year so that we finish on Friday 
11th December.  

There has also been a slight reduction in the minimum 
number of credits that students need for NCEA and 
University Entrance.  It’s around a 10% reduction, 
which might help a few.  For most students this change 
will make little difference to their academic goals, as 
we don’t seek the minimum as our outcome.  

Given our new trimmed down Catholic curriculum, our 
subject leaders have all reported that they can        
confidently deliver the content that is required to get 
our students ready for 2021.  I am confident that we 
will be able to provide your children with a successful 
year at Pompallier.  

Richard Stanton 
PRINCIPAL 



UPCOMING EVENTS - Term 2 

Page 2 

JUNE 

Sat 13 Youth Mass SFX Church 6.00pm 

Tue 16 - Wed 17 Barista Course - Group 1 NorthTec 9.00am - 3.00pm 

Wed 17 - Thu 18 Year 11 Electronics Battery Course - Group 1 NorthTec 9.00am - 3.00pm 

Fri 19 Barista Course - Group 1 NorthTec 9.00am - 3.00pm 

Tue 23 - Wed 24 Barista Course - Group 2 NorthTec 9.00am - 3.00pm 

Wed 24 - Thu 25 Year 11 Electronics Battery Course - Group 2 NorthTec 9.00am - 3.00pm 

Tue 30 Parent Teacher Interviews Subject to confirmation TBC 

Tue 30 - Wed 1 Barista Course - Group 2 NorthTec 9.00am - 3.00pm 

JULY 

Fri 3 Last Day of Term 2 School finishes 3.00pm  

Mon 20 First Day of Term 3 School starts 8.45am 

 

PROCEDURE FOR ALL            
VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL 

(including parents) 

In light of the Covid-19 pandemic, we have initiated the 
following procedures, which are in addition to our normal 
requirements around visitors to our school. 

All visitors and parents MUST report to Reception    
upon arrival at the College.  Please do not go directly 
to your child’s classroom, or elsewhere in the      
College grounds, without reporting to Reception 
first.   

You will be required to sign in our electronic register, to 
ensure that we can provide details to the Ministry of 
Health for contact tracing, if required. 

Any parent that is collecting their child during the day, is 
asked to remain in their car, and phone the College   
office to let us know of your arrival, and we will then send 
your child out to you. 

Until we reach Alert Level 1, we would like to minimise 
visitors to our school, therefore we are requesting that 
parents do not arrive to see a teacher or staff member 
without an appointment.  Appointments can be arranged 
directly with the staff member, via email. 

The College has a duty to provide a safe environment for 
our students and staff, which are also in place to fulfil our 
Health & Safety legal requirements.  We therefore thank 
parents and visitors in advance for their co-operation in 
the above procedures. 

If you have any queries about our process, please feel 
free to phone the College office, or email:                    
admin@pompallier.school.nz  

COLLECTING CHILDREN      
DURING THE SCHOOL DAY 

We have had a number of parents arriving at school to 
collect their child for an appointment that we have not 
been notified about.  We would like to remind parents 
that if your child has an appointment during the day, a 
note should be sent from home and handed to the      
Student Centre when your child arrives at school in the 
morning.  This is to ensure that we issue them with a 
pass to leave class, and make arrangements for them to 
be at the Student Centre when you arrive to collect them, 
so you are not waiting unnecessarily.   

Likewise, we have also had parents arrive unexpectedly 
towards the end of the day to collect their child to take 
them home early.  We realise that in some instances in 
an emergency it is not possible to phone us, however, in 
most cases advance notice is possible, and we ask that 
you do phone us in plenty of time so that we can arrange 
for your child to come to the Student Centre and be 
ready for when you arrive. 

We appreciate your understanding that it can be very 
difficult to run around last minute to find your child,      
putting our staff under unnecessary pressure. 

If you have any queries or concerns regarding these   
matters, please feel free to email:                                        
admin@pompallier.school.nz 

Thank you. 

2020 TERM DATES 
Please note the following new term dates: 

TERM 1 Thursday 30 January Fri 27 Mar  

TERM 2 Wed 15 April Fri 3 July 

TERM 3 Mon 20 July Fri 25 September 

TERM 4 Mon 12 October Fri 11 December 

Remember, if you have a student           
success you would like to share,    

email us at … 

newsletter@pompallier.school.nz 

mailto:admin@pompallier.school.nz
mailto:admin@pompallier.school.nz


SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 2, Week 8 

BASKETBALL - COACHES / MANAGERS NEEDED 

Our Sports Department is looking for helpers to support 
active students. 

Boys Basketball Year 7/8 and Collegiate B Teams still 
require Coaches/Managers.  

If you can help, or have someone in mind who could    
assist, please contact me for more information, via email: 
anya.gross@pompallier.school.nz  

BASKETBALL - TRAINING 

Collegiate Team A will begin training on Tuesday 9
th
 

June.  Training will run every Tuesday and Thursday from 
4:30pm - 6:00pm in the school gym. 

HOCKEY 

Collegiate 1
st

 XI will begin training on Wednesday 10
th
 

June, from 5:00pm - 6:00pm.  Turf to be confirmed. 

Collegiate 2
nd

 XI will begin training on Wednesday 10
th
 

June, from 4:00pm - 5:00pm.  Turf to be confirmed. 

JMC Team A & Team B will begin training on Tuesday 
16

th
 June, from 4:00pm - 5:00pm.  Turf to be confirmed. 

Club competition will begin Week 1 of Term 3, from    
Monday 20

th
 July, and at this stage will run for 8-10 weeks 

(to be confirmed by Hockey Northland). 

Hockey Northland is running a Collegiate Festival, starting 
on 15/16 June.  The festival will run for 3 weeks, the last 
games will be played on 28/29 June.  Our Collegiate 
teams are entered to play in this event. 

NETBALL - TRAINING 

Intermediate Team 1 will begin training on Monday 8
th
 

June, from 3:15pm - 4:15pm. 

Collegiate Team 2 will begin training on Monday 8
th
 

June, from 4:15pm - 5:15pm. 

FOOTBALL REFEREES 

As a requirement of entering the Mid-week Football    
competition (starting Term 3), the College teams must 
provide a referee for home games at Pompallier.  Games 
are played after-school, at 4.00pm. 

If there are any students who are willing to do this for us, 
or a parent/caregiver/adult from our Pompallier families, 
please contact the Sport Co-ordinator to get more details. 

VIRTUAL CROSS COUNTRY 

This year the Secondary Schools Cross Country       
Championship format has changed.  Now, ANY runners/
walkers are encouraged to participate in the Virtual Cross 
Country event!  Participants must record their run/walk on 
a fitness app (Nike Run, Garmin Connect, Strava,      
MapMyRun etc.), and send in their results for a chance to 
win awesome prizes! 

Age Groups/Distances: 

Year 11-13 Boys = 6km 

Year 11-13 Girls, and Year 9-10 Boys = 4km 

Year 7-8 Girls/Boys, and Year 9-10 Girls = 3km 

Take a screenshot of your run/walk showing the date, 
map of run, time, and distance.  Send in your results to 
either: anya.gross@pompallier.school.nz or;                
northlandssevents@gmail.com 

In the email entry, please include your name, age group, 
and school.  Entries are due by Friday 12

th
 June at 

5.00pm.  

RUN NORTHLAND - “YOUR PLACE, YOUR PACE” 

Need something to keep you motivated, or do you just 
need a goal to focus on?  Join us on Sunday 7

th
 June to 

take on Run Northland. 

Run/Walk - 5km, 10km, 21.1km, or 42km. 

Choose your distance, complete it at your place, at 
your pace. 

What do you get? 

 Event Medal posted to you (a real medal!) 

 Personalised bib number emailed direct to you (digital) 

 Finisher Leader Board for all distances - see where 
you stack up 

 Finisher Certificate emailed direct to you (digital) 

 Sponsor and Event Giveaways 

Anya Gross 
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR 

438 3950 Ext 222 

anya.gross@pompallier.school.nz 
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STUDENT ABSENCES 
  and Contacting the Student Centre 

 

Reporting a student absence: 

When you phone the College, our automated system will 
tell you to press 1 to report a student absence.  This will 
transfer you to an answerphone so you can leave a   
message with your child’s absence details.   

Messages are cleared regularly.   

You must ring in each day your child is going to be 
absent.  Please also note that we do not accept 
emailed notification of student absences.   

For absences of 3 days or more we require a medical 
certificate to be handed in at the Student Centre. 

Note that you cannot speak directly with Yvette in our 
student Centre by pressing this option. 

Speaking to Yvette in the Student Centre: 

If you wish to speak with Yvette, when you ring the     
College, you need to enter extension 202 to be put 
through directly to her. 

Use this method if you have an urgent message for your 
child, and it would be most helpful if you contact us in  
plenty of time to deliver the message to your child before 
the end of the school day.   

Thank you. 

mailto:anya.gross@pompallier.school.nz
mailto:anya.gross@pompallier.school.nz
mailto:northlandssevents@gmail.com
mailto:anya.gross@pompallier.school.nz
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YEAR 9  

SPECIAL CHARACTER EVENT 

Our students and teachers had a wonderful time at 
our Special Character event, which is held annually 
in the Bay of Islands.   

They attended in two groups over the week of 9 - 13 
March (thankfully just before lockdown!). 

The event traces one of the early journeys of Bishop 
Pompallier, including looking at Pompallier House in 
Russell, visiting the Waitangi Treaty Grounds, the 
Kerikeri Stone Store and Rewa Village.   

Students also took part in a range of activities that 
included reflection on self and others, exploring own 
potential, team building, experiencing the past and 
sailing on the R Tucker Thompson tall ship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL MAGAZINE 

We are now taking orders for this year's school magazine and will be using the on-line ordering system 
again.  The cost of the magazine is $20.00.  Any family that wishes to purchase a magazine will need to 
pre-order one by clicking on the following link for further information and the ordering page:  

Order 2020 Magazine    

All orders must be received by Friday 14 August.  There will be limited extra copies to purchase after           
publication, so please ensure you order your copy to avoid disappointment. 

Advertising:  We will be offering advertising space again this year.  Our fee is $150.00 for a full page advert, 
$80.00 for a half page advert, or $40.00 for a quarter page advert.   

If you would like to support the magazine and advertise your business/organisation, or for further information, please 
contact Sarah Edgecombe via email: sarah.edgecombe@pompallier.school.nz. 

https://form.jotform.co/71079261509862
mailto:sarah.edgecombe@pompallier.school.nz
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SCHOOL UNIFORM 
We have a compulsory school uniform and 
we expect that our students will wear it 
with pride.   

We are very proud of our College and, as our 
students are seen by members of the wider 
community both before and after school, we 
wish to ensure that our uniform is worn      

correctly. 

For this reason we insist on our regulation uniform being 
worn to and from school, as well as during school hours. 

We appreciate that the colder weather is approaching, 
however, provision has been made for this with several 
regulation options available; including polar fleeces, 
scarves and black puffer jacket (note: only black puffer 
jackets with the College monogram may be worn). 

Please note that hoodies and black boots are not part 
of our uniform. 

If you require any clarification on our regulation uniform 
items, please refer to the Uniform pages on our website:  
www.pompalliercollege.school.nz  (under Enrolment Info). 

Your assistance in enforcing that your child has the   
correct uniform is greatly appreciated. 

BUS PASSES ... 
If your child loses their pass, they can apply for 
a replacement by paying $6.00 to the College office.   

A temporary bus pass will be issued, and a new pass 
will be ordered for them.  As these are printed off-site, 
this can take a few days to arrive. 

MASS FOR THE DECEASED 

Postponed 

Our annual Mass for the Deceased has been postponed 
due to Covid-19, and will take place later this year.   

We will notify families once a date is confirmed. 

SCHOOL DRIVEWAY 

We would like to advise parents that the grass verge of 
the main driveway in and out of school is not a parking 
area, especially after school.  

It is an extremely busy drive, with students, cars and  
buses coming in and out at the beginning and end of 
each day, so for the safety of our students, we ask that 
you do not park on the grass verge - instead please use 
the main carpark, side driveway outside the offices, or on 
Maunu Road outside the school gates (on the school side 
of the road). 

Thank you for your understanding and assistance in this 
matter. 

Anna Williams, HEALTH & SAFETY OFFICER  

VIEWING STUDENT INFORMATION 

Our Parent Portal allows parents to access some of the 
records we have for your child, like attendance,         
timetable, reports, accounts etc.   

Click here to be directed to the log-in page.   

Log on using your child’s name: firstnamedotlastname 
(eg: fred.flinstone) and the password they use at school.   

Alternatively, phone the College office, or email          
admin@pompallier.school.nz and request the Caregivers 
logon password.  We will email this to the registered 
email address we have on our system for you. 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE DUES 
COVID-19 FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

Financial assistance is available to assist families who 
may need financial support as a result of the Covid-19 
Virus, with the payment of 2020 Attendance Dues, for 
students attending Catholic schools in Auckland     
Diocese, both primary and  secondary. 

Families facing financial difficulties can contact their 
school office, their Parish Priest, or the Revenue   
Manager on 09-360-3069 at the Catholic Diocese of 
Auckland, for further information.   

Application forms for this assistance are available from 
school and parish offices, or can be downloaded from 
the Catholic Diocese of Auckland Website:  

https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/catholic-schools/
covid-19-attendance-dues-assistance/ 

We encourage families to contact Jane in the College 
office, in confidence, if you would like to discuss your 
account, or require any assistance with completion of 
the application form. 

CITYLINK BUSES - BEE CARD 

The Bee Card is your new electronic smart card for using 
the CityLink buses.  It’s easy to use, gets you boarding 
faster, and for most trips is cheaper than using cash. 

They will be FREE for a period of time.  Get your card 
online and it will be posted free of charge directly to 
you:  www.beecard.co.nz. 

AND for more information on Bee Card, to register your 
card, or top up online, please visit:  www.beecard.co.nz. 

Register your Bee Card online for extra benefits: 

 Check your balance and top-up online 

 Protect your balance if your card is lost or stolen 

 Set up Auto Top Up so you never have to worry about 
topping up again 

 Manage more than one Bee Card with a linked       
account 

 Load concessions 

http://www.pompalliercollege.school.nz/newindexs.php?record=portal
mailto:admin@pompallier.school.nz
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/catholic-schools/covid-19-attendance-dues-assistance/
https://www.aucklandcatholic.org.nz/catholic-schools/covid-19-attendance-dues-assistance/
http://www.beecard.co.nz/
http://www.beecard.co.nz/
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What a roller-coaster we have been on since lockdown in late March, when we were forced to postpone the 2020 
events until August/September.  Since that time, we have watched and waited while NZ faced some of the most        
uncertain times we have seen for a long time. 

Your patience during this time has been hugely appreciated while we waited to gain the insight we needed to 
know if we were going to be able to safely and effectively stage the NZ Career Expos in 2020.  Recent              
announcements around the lifting of restrictions and the likely shift to level 1 in a few weeks’ time is welcome 
news.  So now the work starts again! 

A NEW FOCUS FOR 2020 

The NZ Careers Expo has been partnering with schools, training organisations, employers and industry            
organisations for the past 29 years.  With a clear and simple objective of equipping New Zealand youth with     
information and networks to assist them in their transition from secondary school to the world of work. 

The need has never been greater than now, with the impact of COVID-19 on the employment and training        
environment.  Our young people, more than ever, need to know what the future holds for them in the way of     
career prospects and how best to navigate their way through these challenging times.  We want to engage with 
individuals to install a real sense of opportunity and support them in their journey. 

Given the many new initiatives from Government aimed at stimulating the employment market and providing     
incentives for individuals to train in various industry sectors, the 2020 NZ Careers Expo is perfectly timed to     
connect providers and programmes with groups and individuals.  Together, we can make a real difference to the 
future of our young people and those looking for support and direction in the face of a substantially different     
economic and employment outlook. 

Working together with our partners, Go With Tourism, NZME and our many exhibitors across the country, we look     
forward to hosting students at the 2020 events. 
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